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and that Ermenow has obliterated her long sor-
rows for the death of Lanskoi. It is also said
that Belsborotko gains ground upon Potemkin;
but of this I more than doubt.

I have no  belief  in the facility   with   which
the   fifth   despatch   may  be   deciphered;   I   think
that   in   general   the   cyphers   have   rather   been
conjectured   than   divined.     The   way   by   which
they   are   commonly   known  is   the   official   com-
munication of writings,  which   is made  from  one
Court   to   another,   and   which   the   minister   has
sometimes   the   ill   address   to   send   without   his
accustomed   cypher,   on   a  known   day.     This  is
a  quicksand of which I am not in danger.   It is
necessary, however, to have a variety of cyphers,
and I entreat you will not neglect any occasion
of  sending   me   some   that   are   new   and   more
complete.trian army can contend against the Duke
